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MUSIC

BWV 4 Cantata Christ lag in Todes Banden

Den Tod niemand zwingen kunnt

Bei allen Menschenkindern,

Das macht’ alles unsre Sünd,

Kein Unschuld war zu finden.

Davon kam der Tod so bald

Und nahm über uns Gewalt,

Hielt uns in seinem Reich gefangen.

Halleluja!

No one could defeat death among

all humanity,

this was all because of our sins,

no innocence was to be found.

Therefore death came so soon

and took power over us,

held us captive in his kingdom.

Hallelujah! 

JS Bach

CLAIRE CUNNINGHAM ON GIVE ME A REASON TO LIVE

‘Give Me a Reason to Live was created out of a project which looked at 
the works of medieval painter, Hieronymous Bosch. Some of his works 
depict beggars as ‘cripples’ and vice versa, and an academic has sug-
gested that these figures might symbolise sin. I became fascinated with 
that potential reading of disability.

My medical condition is osteoporosis, which is degenerative, so there 
was a question, for me, of – have I pushed myself as far as I could, when 
I could? Where previously my work was about showing what I can do, 
this work shows what I can’t do. As a disabled person, the reality is that 
I have to prove how capable I am, but also show what I can’t do, in order 
to prove my validity, or to prove the validity of my claim to the support 
that I need to exist. That’s something that I’ve not shown on stage be-
fore – what I can’t do. What I can’t do is stand for very long but there are 
questions around whether I really need my crutches – people are quite 
confused by my capability. Ironically, this is not an autobiographical 
piece but it’s probably the most literal, bare portrait I’ve made of myself 
so far.’



Claire Cunningham 
Creator and performer

Glasgow-based performer, Claire Cunningham, is one of the UK’s most 
renowned disabled artists. Her work is often rooted in the study and use/
misuse of her crutches, and the exploration of the potential of her own 
specific physicality. She consciously rejects traditional dance techniques 
developed for non-disabled bodies, as well as any attempt to move with 
the pretence of a body or aesthetic other than her own. Cunningham’s 
work combines multiple art forms and ranges from intimate solo shows 
to large ensemble works. She is a former artist-in-residence at the Wom-
en of the World Festival at Southbank Centre, London, and the Belfast 
International Arts Festival at Queens University, and will be this year’s 
associate artist at Tramway, Glasgow.

clairecunningham.co.uk
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