
Claire Cunningham 

GUIDE GODS
AUSTRALIAN EXCLUSIVE/PREMIERE

FLY BY NIGHT, VICTORIA HALL, FREMANTLE 
Thurs 11–Sun 14 Feb

BURT HALL, ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL 
Wed 17–Sun 21 Feb

This performance runs for 60 minutes, no interval, plus a post-show 
tea and chat

Supported by International Excellence Partner Chevron Australia 
and City of Fremantle

PIAF is supported by Founder The University of Western Australia 
and Principal Partner Lotterywest

UNITED KINGDOM

CREATIVE TEAM

Creator and performer Claire Cunningham

Composer and musician Derek Nisbet

Designer Karen Tennant

Lighting designer Brian Gorman

Captioner Louisa McDaid

Audio describer Christopher McKiddie

Mentor Tom Rodan

PRODUCTION TEAM

Executive producer Nadja Dias

Production manager Robert Watson

Assistant producers Daisy Douglas

 Sheena Khanna



CLAIRE CUNNINGHAM ON GUIDE GODS

‘The idea for Guide Gods was triggered by my research in Cambodia, 
where I was looking into landmines and meeting landmine survivors. 
When I was there, I encountered this individual – he was a disabled 
man who had had polio as a child and was now a teacher in a school 
for disabled children. But he had been a Buddhist monk and there were 
two things of interest with his story – firstly, he attributed his disability 

to karma. His belief was that he had done something bad in a previous 
life and, therefore, he was disabled in this one. I felt, somehow, that that 

reflected on me in a judgement – had I done something, therefore, in a 
previous life, in his opinion?

The second thing that he suggested was that he wasn’t supposed to 
be a Buddhist monk – he wasn’t allowed to be a Buddhist monk, as a 
disabled person, which was not something I’d ever heard and that piqued 
my curiosity. It made me want to find out more about faith and beliefs 
around disability, and made me aware of my own vast ignorance around 
religions, generally. It made me want to ask what perspectives different 
faiths might have towards disability.’
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Claire Cunningham 
Creator and performer

Glasgow-based performer, Claire Cunningham, is 
one of the UK’s most renowned disabled artists. 
Her work is often rooted in the study and use/
misuse of her crutches, and the exploration of 
the potential of her own specific physicality. She 
consciously rejects traditional dance techniques 
developed for non-disabled bodies, as well as 

any attempt to move with the pretence of a body or aesthetic other than 
her own. Cunningham’s work combines multiple art forms and ranges 
from intimate solo shows to large ensemble works. She is a former 
artist-in-residence at the Women of the World Festival at Southbank 
Centre, London, and the Belfast International Arts Festival at Queens 
University, and will be this year’s associate artist at Tramway, Glasgow.

clairecunningham.co.uk

Derek Nisbet

Composer and musician

Derek Nisbet is a composer, musician, sound 
designer and theatre/film-maker who specialis-
es in creating music for unusual situations. He is 
co-artistic director of acclaimed theatre experi-
mentalists, Talking Birds. His work with leading 
artists and companies, including Claire Cun-

ningham, Ockham’s Razor, Untied Artists and Orchestra of the Swan, 
has been performed at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, the National Theatre, 
the Royal Opera House and Sadler’s Wells in the UK, as well as in Russia, 
Canada and Sweden. His music has been broadcast on BBC Radio 3 and 
BBC Radio 4.

dereknisbet.info


