
 

GUIDE GODS 
 
The Company 
 
Claire Cunningham is a Glasgow-based performer and creator of multi-disciplinary performance. One of the UK’s 
most renowned disabled artists, Cunningham’s work is often rooted in the study and use/misuse of her crutches, as 
well as the exploration of her own specific physicality and its potential. She consciously rejects traditional dance 
techniques developed for non-disabled bodies as well as any attempt to move with the pretence of a body or 
aesthetic other than her own. 
 
Cunningham’s work combines multiple art forms and ranges from the intimate solo show, ME (Mobile/Evolution), to 
the large ensemble work, 12, made for Candoco Dance Company. She is a former artist-in-residence at the Women 
of the World Festival at Southbank, London, and the Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queens University, and will be 
Tramway’s (Glasgow), artist-in-residence in 2016. 
 
clairecunningham.co.uk/ 
 
Derek Nisbet is a composer, musician and film-maker who specialises in creating music for unusual situations. Work 
includes music for cathedral organ to preface a tightrope walk by Ramon Kelvink on millennium eve (Tightrope 
Prelude), for a theatre show in an underground car park (Wanderlust), for a choir in a livestock-mart in Ireland (The 
Last Lot) and for a show to mark the decommissioning of a hospital (Three Doctors). Nisbet is co-artistic director of 
theatre company, Talking Birds, with whom he has created scores and sound designs for more than 30 theatre 
productions. 
 
talkingbirds.co.uk/  
 
Creatives  
Deviser and performer  Claire Cunningham 
Composer and musician  Derek Nisbet 
Designer   Karen Tennent 
Lighting designer  Brian Gorman 
Captioner   Louisa McDaid  
Mentor    Tom Roden 
Producer   Nadja Dias 
Marketing   Vicky Wilson 
Audio describer   Christopher McKiddie 
 

GIVE ME A REASON TO LIVE 
 
Creatives  
Choreographer and performer  Claire Cunningham 
Lighting designer   Karsten Tinapp 
Sound designer    Zoë Irvine 
Cello     Matthias Herrmann 
Additional music    Nesciens Mater by Jean Mouton, Den Tod by JS Bach 

http://www.clairecunningham.co.uk/
http://www.talkingbirds.co.uk/


 

Costumes    Shanti Freed 
Mentors    Kristin De Groot and Janice Parker  
Executive producer   Nadja Dias 
Production manager   Gregor Knüppel 

 


