
 

GUIDE GODS 
 
Synopsis 
 
Claire is disabled. Is it the will of a higher power? Is she paying for the mistakes of a past life?  Is it a test for her or a 
punishment for her parents?  Could she – should she – be healed? Is she welcomed by all faiths or will it all prove 
just too inaccessible? 
 
Using dance, live music, humour and interviews with religious leaders, academics, and deaf and disabled people, 
Claire Cunningham goes on a perilous quest to explore how the major world faiths view deafness and disability. 
 

Themes 
 
Respond 

1. Read Claire Cunningham’s mission statement: 
 
clairecunningham.co.uk/about/  

 
2. Watch this interview with Claire Cunningham where she explains her motivation for creating Guide Gods. 

 
youtube.com/watch?v=1-yj9eYvK-M&list=PLqieu1QGwFRUNGVQ3ozrZcu9SjpcSUi03&index=20  
 

3. In the clip, Cunningham describes the experience which became the stimulus for Guide Gods. How does this 
fit in with her mission statement? 

 
Guide Gods is an example of physical theatre utilising theatre-in-the-round staging. Be sure to include the 
significance of the style and staging of Guide Gods in your after-show notes.  
 

 For more information on theatre-in-the-round, read britannica.com/art/theatre-in-the-round 
 

 For a definition of physical theatre, watch the promo clip for the physical theatre company, DV8, where 
artistic director, Lloyd Newson, describes how the company evolved: dv8.co.uk/about-dv8) 

 

GIVE ME A REASON TO LIVE 
 
Synopsis 
 
Inspired by the work of Medieval Dutch painter, Hieronymus Bosch, Give Me a Reason to Live explores issues of 
religion, in particular, religious art, and the judgement of bodies, souls and quality of life. 
 
Taking the form of a series of tests of body and of faith, and set to a mesmerising sound score, the work is a study of 
empathy; and a live memorial to the disabled victims of the Nazi euthanasia program and the disabled victims of the 
current UK government’s so-called ‘welfare reform’. 
 

http://www.clairecunningham.co.uk/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-yj9eYvK-M&list=PLqieu1QGwFRUNGVQ3ozrZcu9SjpcSUi03&index=20
http://www.britannica.com/art/theatre-in-the-round
https://www.dv8.co.uk/about-dv8


 

Themes 
 
Respond 
Watch the clip of Claire Cunningham describing the choreographic intent of Give Me a Reason to Live:  
 
youtube.com/watch?v=79a3K9UhCfs  
 
Use the following research activities to further your understanding of Give Me a Reason to Live. 
 

 What is empathy? What are the differences between empathy, sympathy and apathy? In threes, look up one 
of these words – empathy, sympathy or apathy – in a dictionary. Read out the definition to the group and 
discuss examples of how they occur in society. 

 Explore the paintings and sketches of Hieronymus Bosch; keep an eye out for the drawings that inspired 
Cunningham.  

 In your groups, discuss Cunningham’s journey of self-awareness and how she went from believing her 
disability was something that needed to be fixed, as she was told in her childhood, to embracing her 
physicality through dance as an adult. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79a3K9UhCfs

