
 

NO GUTS, NO HEART, NO GLORY 
 
The Company 
 
Common Wealth makes site-specific theatre events that encompass electronic sound, new writing, visual design and 
verbatim. Their work is political and contemporary – based in the present day, the here and now. They make work 
that is relevant and addresses concerns of our times. 
 
The company seeks out places to stage their work that are right in a community – a residential house, a boxing gym, 
places where people who might not go to the theatre come to instead. The aim is to make theatre for people who 
don’t usually think it’s for them. Common Wealth is bored of theatre being for the middle classes and those that can 
afford it – they genuinely believe in the power of theatre as an art form. Theatre should belong to everyone – 
audiences, participants and as protagonists. 
 
Common Wealth started working together in 2008 in a very do-it-yourself way – with no funding, just access to 
massive buildings and networks of great people to collaborate with. On every project they seek to make something 
that will engage audiences in an encounter that pushes what theatre can be. Common Wealth is not necessarily 
interested in traditional storytelling but in creating memorable, unexpected experiences. 
 
The ideas are rooted in socialist politics, working class backgrounds, a keen interest in contemporary 
music/theatre/art/design, the people that Common Wealth meet and an idealistic ambition to shift things. The plays 
are campaigns – ways of bringing people together and making change feel possible. 
 
commonwealththeatre.co.uk 

 
Evie Manning 
Evie Manning co-founded Common Wealth with Rhiannon White and has conceived, directed and produced all 
Common Wealth shows to date. Manning was brought up in Bradford and lives in Bradford today. 
 
Manning has directed a wide range of site-specific work, ranging from big community casts in the middle of housing 
estates to performances in taxis. She works with people from all walks of life from four to 80 years of age, making 
contemporary work with both people completely new to theatre and experienced actors. 
 
Manning has also worked in museum education with secondary school students, young adults considered NEET (Not 
in Education, Employment, or Training) and young offenders at the National Maritime Museum, Houses of 
Parliament, London Transport Museum, and British Empire and Commonwealth Museum.  She has also developed 
secondary school drama and art teaching resources for the Understanding Slavery Initiative. 
 
Manning has previously worked as a freelance director and received a BBC Performing Arts Fellowship in 2015. 
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Cast and Characters 
 
Hajra       Seherish Mahmood    

http://commonwealththeatre.co.uk/
http://commonwealththeatre.co.uk/about/the-team/


 

Freida       Freyaa Ali     
Tasleem      Mariam Rashid    
Mehwish      Nayab Din    
Saira       Saira Tabasum    

 
Creatives 
 
Writer      Aisha Zia  
Director     Evie Manning  
Associate director/Production manager  Rhiannon White 
Boxing coach and script consultant  Ambreen Sadiq 
Movement director    Kate Sagovsky 
Choreography     Imogen Knight 
Additional choreography    Kate Sagovsky  
Sound design     Wojtek Rusin 
Production design    Alice Hoult  
Set installation     Russ Henry 
Assistant writer     Pippa Dey 
Film-maker     Jack King 
Photography     Chris Nunn 

 
 


