
 

WYNTON MARSALIS’ SWING SYMPHONY 
 
The Company  
 
Jazz at Lincoln Center 
The mission of Jazz at Lincoln Center (JALC) is to entertain, enrich and expand a global community for jazz through 
performance, education and advocacy. The Center believes that jazz is a metaphor for democracy. Because jazz is 
improvisational, it celebrates personal freedom and encourages individual expression. Because jazz is swinging, it 
dedicates that freedom to finding and maintaining common ground with others. Because jazz is rooted in the blues, 
it inspires us to face adversity with persistent optimism. 
 
Representing the totality of jazz music, JALC’s mission is carried out through four elements – educational, curatorial, 
archival and ceremonial – capturing, in unparalleled scope, the full spectrum of the jazz experience. 
 
In the mid-1980s, Lincoln Center Inc was looking to expand its programming efforts to attract new and younger 
audiences and to fill its halls during the summer months when resident companies were performing elsewhere. 
Lincoln Center’s long-time jazz enthusiasts recognised the need for America’s music to be represented and lobbied 
to include jazz in the organisation’s offerings.  
 
After four summers of successful Classical Jazz concerts, JALC became an official department of Lincoln Center in 
1991. During its first year, JALC produced concerts throughout New York City, including Brooklyn and Harlem. By the 
second year, JALC had its own radio series on National Public Radio, and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra (now 
known as the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra) began touring, recording and selling CDs. By its fourth and fifth year, 
the program had reached international audiences with performances in Hong Kong, France, Austria, Italy, Turkey, 
Norway, Spain, England, Germany and Finland.  
 
In July 1996, JALC was inducted as the first new constituent of Lincoln Center since The School of American Ballet 
joined in 1987, laying the groundwork for the building of a performance facility designed specifically for the sound, 
function and feeling of jazz. ‘The whole space is dedicated to the feeling of swing, which is a feeling of extreme 
coordination,’ explained Jazz at Lincoln Center’s managing and artistic director, Wynton Marsalis, of his vision for the 
new home of jazz or the ‘House of Swing.’ ‘Everything is integrated – the relationship between one space and 
another, the relationship between the audience and the musicians, is one fluid motion, because that’s how our 
music is.’  
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Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
The Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra (JLCO), comprising 15 of the finest jazz soloists and ensemble players today, has 
been the Jazz at Lincoln Center resident orchestra since 1988. This remarkably versatile orchestra performs and 
leads educational events in New York, across the US and around the globe, in concert halls, dance venues, jazz clubs 
and public parks, with symphony orchestras, ballet troupes, local students and an ever-expanding roster of guest 
artists. 
 
The big band performs a vast repertoire, from rare historic compositions to Jazz at Lincoln Center-commissioned 
works, including compositions and arrangements by Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Thelonious Monk, Mary Lou 
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Williams, Billy Strayhorn, Dizzy Gillespie, Benny Goodman, Charles Mingus, Chick Corea, Oliver Nelson and many 
others.  
 
Jazz at Lincoln Center also regularly premieres commissioned works from a variety of composers, including current 
and former Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra members, Wynton Marsalis, Wycliffe Gordon, Ted Nash, Victor Goines, 
Sherman Irby, Chris Crenshaw and Carlos Henriquez. 
 
Over the past few years, the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra has performed collaborations with many guest 
conductors and some of the world’s leading symphony orchestras. In 2006, the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
collaborated with Ghanaian drum collective Odadaa!, led by Yacub Addy, to perform Congo Square, a composition 
that Marsalis and Addy co-wrote and dedicated to Marsalis’ native New Orleans.  
 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis Press Kit. (2015) (1st ed.). New York. 
 

Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra Performers 
Wynton Marsalis Music director, trumpet 
Ryan Kisor  Trumpet 
Marcus Printup  Trumpet 
Kenny Rampton  Trumpet 
Vincent R. Gardner Trombone 
Elliot Mason  Trombone 
Chris Crenshaw  Trombone 
Sherman Irby  Saxophones 
Ted Nash  Alto and soprano saxophones, clarinet 
Walter Blanding  Tenor and soprano saxophones, clarinet 
Victor Goines  Tenor and soprano saxophones, bb and bass clarinets 
Paul Nedzela  Baritone and soprano saxophones, bass clarinet 
Dan Nimmer  Piano 
Carlos Henriquez Bass 
Ali Jackson  Drums 
 
Research 
Learn about music director, Wynton Marsalis, and each of the members of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra by 
reading their bios and listening to samples of them playing via the link below:  

 
jazz.org/JLCO  

 

http://www.jazz.org/JLCO/

