
 

WYNTON MARSALIS’ SWING SYMPHONY 

 

The Music 

 
Swing Symphony is a co-commission by the New York Philharmonic, Berlin Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic 

and the Barbican, London. It is the third symphony that Wynton Marsalis has composed. It was first performed in 

Berlin by the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis and the Berlin Philharmonic in 2010.  

 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis Press Kit. (2015) (1st ed.). New York. 

 

Respond  
Swing Symphony is made up of a number of movements which take the listener through the history of jazz. The table 

below lists the names of some of the movements and the styles, composers and rhythms that have influenced them. 

 

Movement Style Example Context 

St Louis to 

New Orleans 

Early jazz: 

rag time, New Orleans 

parade march, slow 

drag 

Ragtime: vimeo.com/43932715  

New Orleans parade march: 

vimeo.com/19471426 

Slow drag: youtube.com/watch?v=iioT3oET8B0  

1920s ragtime  

New Orleans 

 

1930s America 

All-American 

Pep 

Afro-Latin, Broadway, 

including the song, 

Happy Days Are Here 

Again 

Afro-Cuban: youtube.com/watch?v=FEgMsEKICqc 

Happy Days Are Here Again: 

youtube.com/watch?v=2cPwcftqzgY 

 

Afro-Latin, 1930s 

Machito 

Broadway (New 

York) 

Midwestern 

Moods 

Big band:  

Kansas City swing, 

Coleman Hawkins 

Kansas City swing: 

youtube.com/watch?v=1cS60M36Iqc 

Coleman Hawkins: 

youtube.com/watch?v=niDdvJimRWI 

Kansas City   

 

Coleman Hawkins 

Manhattan to 

LA 

Be-bop: 

Billy Goodman and the 

song, Sing, Sing, Sing, 

walking basslines, New 

York City bebop, Dizzy 

Gillespie, Charlie 

Parker 

Sing, Sing, Sing (Billy Goodman is the clarinetist):   

youtube.com/watch?v=r2S1I_ien6A 

Dizzy Gillespie bebop: 

youtube.com/watch?v=09BB1pci8_o  

Charlie Parker bebop: 

youtube.com/watch?v=YZYaSkhRhoE 

 

Billy Goodman 

 

Dizzy Gillespie 

 

Charlie Parker 

The Low Down 

Up On High 

American pastoral, 

lyricism, gospel 

Gospel: youtube.com/watch?v=hm4M6CEhzsI  Gospel 

 
1. Use the table to research the different styles of jazz that have influenced Wynton Marsalis’ Swing Symphony.  
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o Refer to musical elements, outline the musical changes in jazz across the styles or choose two styles to 

compare. 

o What cultural, historical and social factors have affected these changes? 

o How have individuals, e.g. Coleman Hawkins, contributed to the evolving style of jazz? 

 

Create 
1. Wynton Marsalis’ reasoning behind the name Swing Symphony is that the term ‘swing’ in jazz means ‘to 

come together’, i.e. bringing together the two orchestras of classical and jazz, and ‘symphony’ means a song 
for an orchestra.  

 
Modern jazz is the culmination of all the variations that have occurred over the eras. To take the form and 
theme of a jazz standard to create your own piece of music is a sign of respect to the original composer. 

 
o Learn a jazz standard and create your own variation on it 
o Perform both the original and your version to your peers 
o As an audience member, listen carefully, note down the variations and ask the performer to explain 

their motivations 
 

2. Explore the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra’s Jazz Academy media library and create a PowerPoint 
presentation on a something you find that relates to your study of jazz: academy.jazz.org/media-library  
 
Remember, if you want to show you understand, the presentation needs to be in your own words and the 
audio or visual from the website should support your findings. 

 
Tommasini, A. (2010). At Philharmonic, Jazz Blended Unevenly. The New York Times. Retrieved from 
nytimes.com/2010/09/24/arts/music/24philharmonic.html?_r=0     
Marsalis, W. (2011). Wynton Talking about Swing Symphony – Part 1. Retrieved from youtube.com/watch?v=UlZBHpvsFQ8 
Wynton discussing Swing Symphony with Simon Rattle. (2010). Retrieved from wyntonmarsalis.org/videos/view/wynton-discussing-swing-symphony-with-
simon-rattle  
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