
 

THE WILD DUCK 
 
Synopsis 
 
Hjalmar Ekdal’s father was rich until scandal cast the family into poverty. Now he lives in a tiny flat with his father, 
his wife Gina and his daughter Hedvig. And a duck. And there’s about to be a new member of the household.  
 
The action of the piece focuses on the events of one week within the Werle and Ekdal families. Eighteen years 
previously, the two patriarchs had been in business together and an illegal deal involving cutting down trees on 
Crown land resulted in the head of the Ekdal family ending up in prison. Since then, his son, Hjalmar, has not heard 
from the other patriarch’s son, Gregers Werle. Gregers returns to town with some unfinished business. Complex 
family secrets are revealed, leading to the fracturing of the Ekdal family, with catastrophic effects. 
 
The Wild Duck is a contemporary reworking of Henrik Ibsen’s classic symbolist drama, Vildanden, written in 1884. 
This version was written by director Simon Stone, with Chris Ryan.  
 
Belvoir St Theatre (2015). The Wild Duck Belvoir Sydney 2014. Retrieved 13 November 2015, from http://belvoir.com.au/productions/the-wild-duck-3/  

 

Themes 
 
‘I consider it most important that the dialogue in the translations be kept as close to everyday speech as possible. All 
turns of speech and inflections that belong only in books must be very carefully avoided in plays – especially in plays 
like mine, which aim at making the reader or spectator feel that during the reading or performance, he is actually 
experiencing a piece of real life’. Henrik Ibsen. 
 
Ibsen, H., Ibsen, H., Ibsen, H., Ibsen, H., & Ibsen, H. (1965). Four major plays. New York: New American Library. 
 

Simon Stone and Chris Ryan have gone further than a new translation in their interpretation of Ibsen’s The Wild 
Duck. The script is a complete rewrite of Ibsen’s work, with a new structure and dialogue, yet it retains the title, 
themes and characters. In Stone’s words, 'It's not Ibsen's script, it's my script.' 
 
Stone, S. (2012). Prompt: Simon Stone. 
 

Respond 
Watch Simon Stone explain his motivation for creating a new version of The Wild Duck:  
 
https://vimeo.com/36883288 
 
In the clip, Stone encourages his audience to be familiar with the original text. Make a table comparing your After 
the Show performance notes on plot, setting and characters, with your knowledge of the original text. Use the Spark  
Notes’ plot summary to refresh your memory: sparknotes.com/drama/wildduck/summary.html. For example: 
  

http://belvoir.com.au/productions/the-wild-duck-3/
https://vimeo.com/36883288
sparknotes.com/drama/wildduck/summary.html


 

 Ibsen’s The Wild Duck Stone’s The Wild Duck 

Plot  
 

 

Setting  
 

 

Characters  
 

 

 
The Wild Duck deals with the themes of reality versus idealism, deception and adaptation. Each of the characters, at 
some point, has to adapt to the confines of their life, just as the wild duck has to adapt to domestication. Explore 
these themes by creating a chart for each of the characters in Stone’s adaption of The Wild Duck. For example: 
 

Character His/Her Deception His/Her Reality His/Her Ideal How He/She Has Adapted 

Gina Married Hjalmar 
because she was 
pregnant to a 
married man. 

Family life is stable 
until the 
appearance of 
Gregers.  

That no one will 
ever find out 
about her past. 

Has grown to love Hjalmar and has 
kept the secret that Hedvig is not 
biologically his daughter. 

  
In small groups, discuss your opinions on how the characters portray the themes of The Wild Duck. How do each of 
the characters represent the symbol of the wild duck? 
 
Adaptation 
‘There is a crucial difference between reimagining a play for your own time and place, and changing the meaning of 
the work ... to change the meaning is to claim authorship.’ – Andrew Bovell 
 
Do you think Stone has changed the meaning of the play? Discuss. 
 
In his interview, Stone mentions that The Wild Duck has been exported to a contemporary setting – a setting for any 
audience, regardless of what country they are in. Again, this reflects Ibsen’s quote that an audience should feel like 
they are experiencing a moment in real life. 
 
Discuss with your peers what makes the events in The Wild Duck timeless. 
 
Debate the following quote from Stone and other adapters:  ‘It's harder to write an original play than it is to write a 
version of someone else's play’. 
 
NEILL, R. (2013). Theatre directors are hooked on classics as the adaptation takes over. The Australian. Retrieved from 
theaustralian.com.au/arts/review/hooked-on-classics/story-fn9n8gph-1226648616479  
 
Cliffsnotes.com (2015). Structure, Technique, and Theme in The Wild Duck. Retrieved 16 November 2015, from cliffsnotes.com/literature/w/the-wild-
duck/critical-essays/structure-technique-and-theme-in-the-wild-duck  

theaustralian.com.au/arts/review/hooked-on-classics/story-fn9n8gph-1226648616479
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/w/the-wild-duck/critical-essays/structure-technique-and-theme-in-the-wild-duck
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/w/the-wild-duck/critical-essays/structure-technique-and-theme-in-the-wild-duck

