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William Kentridge is one of South Africa’s pre-eminent artists, internationally acclaimed for his drawings, films, and 

theatre and opera productions. Born in Johannesburg, the son of two anti-apartheid lawyers, he studied politics and 

African studies at the University of Witwatersrand in the 1970s, and later co-founded the Junction Avenue Theatre 

Company. He went on to study mime and theatre at the Ecole Jacques Lecoq in Paris. Back in Johannesburg, he 

worked in various areas of television, film and theatre, and collaborated on projects with the Handspring Puppet 

Company. 

 

Kentridge’s work draws on varied sources, including philosophy, literature, early cinema, theatre and opera, to 

create a complex universe where good and evil are complementary and inseparable forces. Although he moves back 

and forth between media, his primary activity remains drawing and he sometimes conceives of his films, and theatre 

and opera productions as an expanded form of drawing. 

 

Kentridge has spent much of his career intensively exploring themes that resonate with his own life experience, as 

well as with the political issues that most concern him. ‘I am interested in a political art,’ he has stated, ‘That is to say 

an art of ambiguity, contradiction, uncompleted gestures and uncertain endings.’ His work transforms sobering 

political events into powerful poetic allegories and it has continually evolved as his subject matter has departed from 

a specifically South African context to confront more general concerns of social injustice, revolutionary politics and 

the power of creative expression. 

 

Philip Miller is a composer and sound artist from South Africa who works in many different media, from live 

performance to film, video and sound installations. After making a leap from a career in law into the world of music, 

he completed a postgraduate degree in electro-acoustic music composition at Bournemouth University in England 

and then returned to South Africa to begin working full-time in music. He has gained international recognition 

through collaborating with Kentridge on many of his films and installations, including Refuse the Hour and Five 

Themes at the Tate Modern, London, and the multimedia installation The Refusal of Time at dOCUMENTA 13 in 

Kassel and at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.  

 

Dada Masilo studied at The Dance Factory, the National School of the Arts, Cape Town’s Jazzart Dance Theatre and 

the Performing Arts Research and Training Studios in Brussels. She received the 2008 Standard Bank Young Artist 

Award for dance. In addition to collaborations with other choreographers, she has created and performed 11 new 

works including Romeo and Juliet, Carmen, Swan Lake and The Bitter End of Rose Mary. In 2011, she was named by 

The Star (daily newspaper) as one of the Top 100 achievers – `Her technical prowess is only surpassed by her artistic 

daring and conceptual flair.’ 

 

Catherine Meyburgh has worked with Kentridge on his films since 1998. Her work has been exhibited at MoMA in 

New York, The Louvre in Paris and the Museum of Modern Art in Tokyo.  



 

 

Peter Galison is the Joseph Pellegrino University Professor of the History of Science and of Physics at Harvard 

University. His work explores the complex interaction between the three principal sub-cultures of physics – 

experimentation, instrumentation and theory, and their cultural and political surroundings. His books include How 

Experiments End (1987), Image and Logic (1997), Einstein’s Clocks, Poincaré’s Maps (2003) and, with L. Daston, 

Objectivity (2007).  

 

Creatives 
 
Conception and libretto  William Kentridge 
Music    Philip Miller 
Choreography    Dada Masilo 
Video design   Catherine Meyburgh and William Kentridge 
Dramaturgy   Peter Galison 
Scenic design   Sabine Theunissen 
Movement   Luc de Wit 
Costume design   Greta Goiris 
Machine design   Christoff Wolmarans, Louis Olivier and Jonas Lundquist 
Lighting design   Urs Schoenebaum 
Sound design   Gavan Eckhart 
Video orchestration  Kim Gunning 
 

Performers  
 

William Kentridge   Narrator 

Dada Masilo   Dancer  

Ann Masina   Vocalist  

Joanna Dudley   Vocalist  

Thato Motlhaolwa  Actor  
Adam Howard   Musical conductor, co-orchestration, trumpet and flugelhorn  

Tlale Makhene   Percussion  
Waldo Alexander  Violin 
Dan Selsick   Trombone 

Vincenzo Pasquariello  Piano  
Thobeka Thukane  Tuba 

 


