
 

AFTER THE SHOW – DRAMA AND ENGLISH 
 
RESPONDING  
 
At the top of a sheet of blank A3 paper, record the following details:   
 
Title: 
Company: 
Date: 
Venue: 
 
Style:  
Representational or presentational? What practitioner’s influence was apparent, if any? 
 
Now pick out one or two key scenes in the performance. For each one, create a comprehensive set of notes based 
on the following elements of performance. 
 
Plot  
As a group, create a tableau of the scene’s climax as well as a diagram of this moment on your page. Don’t worry 
about your drawing skills – this is a diagram. Place it in the centre of the page, leaving space around it to add notes 
on the design elements.  
 
Above the diagram, note details regarding the significance of the scene – where in the plot does the scene occur? 
What action occurs in the scene? 
 
Design Elements 
Add to your diagram notes describing the use of the following design principals. Include details of the use of balance, 
contrast, emphasis, harmony, repetition, unity, variety, movement, scale/proportion, pattern and rhythm.   
 

 Performance space – where is the audience? What space is the stage in? What are the characteristics of the 

performance space, i.e. size, shape and proximity to the audience? 

 Set design – what is inside the performance space? Describe materials, colours and textures, as well as any 

particular style or era that is represented in the design. 

 Costume – annotate each actor in the scene with costume details. 

 Lighting – indicate the direction, colour, intensity, effect and mood.  

 Sound design – indicate the nature and quality of any sound design elements used in the scene and their 

effect on mood and meaning. 

 
For detailed design information, a theatre’s specifications, including performance space and lighting rigs, can usually 
be found on its website.  
 
Performance Elements 
On the flip side of the sheet, repeat the tableau sketch of the actors in your chosen scene. Leave space at the bottom 
of the page for descriptions of the scene’s dramatic meaning, audience impact, themes and mood. Include in the 
diagram:  



 

 

 Voice – quotes and how they were delivered. What tone, pace and pitch is the actor using? How does this 

add to the understanding of the scene? 

 Movement – where is the actor on stage in relation to the other characters? What does this say about their 

status? How does the actor move his/her character? (Pace, gait, posture and gestures).  

 Dramatic tension – describe it. How was it achieved?  

 
Discuss 
Reflect on the entire performance with your classmates by discussing key scenes: 
 

 What was the intention of the performance? Did it achieve that?  

 What significance does this performance have to a contemporary Australian audience? 

 
MAKING 
 
Demonstrate your understanding of the style and genre of the performance: 
 

 Brainstorm the techniques particular to the style of the performance you attended  

 Workshop the style-specific performance techniques to understand how they make meaning for an audience 

 Rehearse a scene from a play you are studying, using the techniques. Include: 

 
Performance    Design 
Voice     Set 
Movement    Props 
Audience    Lighting 
Performance Space   Costume    

 

 Perform the scene to your classmates for feedback  

 As an audience member, explain to the performers what techniques they used effectively and how they 

contributed to the meaning of the scene. An example of how a scene can be performed using different 

practitioner techniques is explained practically in National Theatre: Five Truths – Theatre Practitioners 

(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5DE67813461897E6). 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5DE67813461897E6

