
 

THE TIGER LILLIES PERFORM HAMLET 

Synopsis 

Hamlet is the gruesome tale of a young man faced with the truth of his family history and the duty to revenge his 

father’s murder.  

Shakespeare’s original text has been cleverly condensed – soliloquies, side plots, drawn out combats and verbal 

banter is transformed into macabre cabaret tunes about the darkest corners of the human soul, and into brilliant, 

extravagantly poetic images that eloquently convey the core of Hamlet.  

This core discloses a portrait of a dysfunctional family, where everyone has hidden motives, and little solace can be 

found. Image by image the audience is taken into the turbulent world of Hamlet. The young lovers meet in a poetic 

dance through the air, a twisted, orgiastic feast covers up all kinds of betrayals, the royal family hang like puppets on 

strings without control of their destiny and an immense video projected river swallows up the ill-fated Ophelia. 

Hamlet folds in on itself, it shifts and transforms within the brilliantly crafted ominous castle set design by Martin 

Tulinius.  

In two intense hours Shakespeare’s text is cut to the bone and extracted from this is a visually and musically 

powerful interpretation of family and fate conveyed with elements from the Brechtian theatre, dark humour, 

enticing songs and overwhelming imagery. 

http://republique.dk/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2013/08/REPUBLIQUE_TourPresentation2015_Hamlet_v6_DIGITAL.pdf 

Revenge 

A central theme in The Tiger Lillies Perform Hamlet and indeed Shakespeare’s original is revenge. The character 

Hamlet first appeared in print in Historiae Danicae as Amleth, Prince of Jutland, published late twelfth century. The 

character and plot are all comparable to the tale that is still told.  

 

The Monologues 

There have been many, many interpretations of Hamlet since it was first performed in 1602. Even the version 

currently published is composed from three versions of the play originally set down in Shakespeare’s time. 

Shakespeare was a member of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, the acting troupe who performed his work; he played 

the part of the Ghost.  
It is believed that Shakespeare continued to add to Hamlet even though he knew the length of the play was 

becoming too much to be performed. Elizabethan theatres did not have lighting, plays were performed during the 

summer months starting in the afternoon and utilising the late sunsets of the English summer.  He was aware the 

work would be edited to suit the audience, as it still is today.  

Martin Tulinius has concentrated his version of Hamlet, by only using the characters of Hamlet, Claudius, Gertrude, 

Ophelia, Polonius and Laertes.  The monologues and soliloquys are accompanied by The Tiger Lillies’ musical 

narrative and visual representations. 

Shakespeare, W., Barton, A., & Spencer, T. (1980). Hamlet. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 



 

Textual Analysis 

Explore the relationships in Hamlet.  

• Choose a monologue or soliloquy for each character. Use the key scenes table to find them. 

• Write notes on: character’s motivations, how the theme of revenge is represented and how the text moves the 

plot forward. 

For example: 

Character 
and scene 

Notes: character motivation, portrayal of revenge theme, plot momentum 

Hamlet 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• Repeat for Claudius, Gertrude, Ophelia, Polonius and Laertes. 

• Using your findings respond to the following questions: 

Who is exacting revenge on whom and for what?  

Translate your findings into a diagram.  

 

Where does revenge sit on your moral compass?  

Is Hamlet such a popular play because the preoccupation of revenge is common? Discuss with your classmates. 

 

• For further information on the characters and their relationships refer to: 

http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet/characters.html 

 

Key Scenes: 

Hamlet  Claudius Gertrude Ophelia Polonius Laertes 

I.2, I.4, I.5 I.2   I.3, I.5 I.3 

II. 2 II.2 II.2 II.1 II.2  

III. 1, III.2 III.1, III.3 III.4 III.1 III.3, III.4  

IV.4 IV.1, IV.3, IV.5, 
IV.7 

IV.1, IV.7 IV.5  IV.5, IV.7 

V.2 V.2 V.1, V.2    V.2 

 

• If you are having difficulty interpreting the language try reading a contemporary version of the script, such as No 

Fear Shakespeare, follow the link below. 

http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet/ 

 

http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet/characters.html
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet/

