
 

MONTEVERDI: VESPERS OF 1610 
 

The Composers 

Monteverdi  

Monteverdi changed the nature of opera by focusing his composition 

on the expression of the human condition, combined with the 

established aspects of the Renaissance intermezzo and use of pastoral 

scenes. As heard in The Return of Ulysses to His Country and The 

Coronation of Poppea. 

His contribution to classical music included the revolution of 

composition by including sound effects, for example the plucking of a 

single string to depict the clash of a sword. He also created 

compositional themes borrowing from Plato’s division of the emotions 

into three states: that of war, love and calmness. 

In Monteverdi’s later years he was involved in the opening of the first 

public opera houses, which were situated in Venice. 

 
Encyclopedia Britannica,. (2014). Claudio Monteverdi | Italian composer and musician. Retrieved 6 

October 2015, from http://www.britannica.com/biography/Claudio-Monteverdi 

Respond  

1. Read  Britannica.com to find out where Monteverdi’s work fits into the history of opera: 

http://www.britannica.com/art/opera-music 

2. Watch the BBC documentary, The Genius of Monteverdi's Vespers, which outlines the social, historical and 

cultural context of Monteverdi and his music.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVGjrstb5rc 

Information to take note of: 

• Madrigals 

• The competiveness of court music 

• Monteverdi’s use of secular and non secular styles in his vespers 

• Monteverdi’s combination of music for worship and pleasure 

• Composing for women  

• Instruments  

• Split choirs, echo effect 

• Sheet music, parts and notes 

• Monteverdi’s virtuosity: use of expression, themes and adaption of music to words 

Claudio Monteverdi, (baptised 15 May 1567, Cremona, 
Italy —died 29 November 1643, Venice, Italy) 

http://www.britannica.com/biography/Claudio-Monteverdi
http://www.britannica.com/art/opera-music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVGjrstb5rc


 

 

Vivaldi 

Vivaldi’s contribution to the world of music was his innovations to 

concerto composition. Advances in science in Vivaldi’s lifetime 

influenced an entire generation of musicians. Sir Isaac Newton’s 

laws of attraction gave rise to the Circle of Fifths. Vivaldi’s 

concertos utilised this forward movement of chords. His inventive 

compositions made his soloists into the first instrumental divas.  

 
BBC Howard Goodall's Story of Music: The Age of Invention. (2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bach 

Bach was influenced by Vivaldi’s concerto style plus fugues and 

other techniques. As in Vivaldi’s time Bach was also influenced by 

the discoveries of his generation.  Bach was a champion of the new 

compositional technique of equal temperament. BBC Howard Goodall's 

Story of Music: The Age of Invention. (2013).  

 

Respond 

The BBC documentary Howard Goodall’s Story of Music – The Age of 

Invention further outlines how the historical, social and cultural 

context of the eras of Vivaldi and Bach influenced the music they 

composed. This documentary is an excellent resource for gifted and 

talented or WACE students to explore.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMxsE8wawVA 

 

A description of the documentary can be read here:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qmb6f 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach (born21 March 1685, Eisenach, 
Germany—died 28 July 1750, Leipzig 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMxsE8wawVA
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qmb6f

