
 

PERFORMANCE ETIQUETTE 
 
Welcome to the 2016 Perth International Arts Festival. We hope you are thrilled, challenged and inspired by what 
you are about to experience. 
 
Here are a few handy hints to make sure you, and everyone around you, gets the most out of the experience: 
 
Do arrive at least 15 minutes early The show will start promptly and latecomers will not be admitted 

until an appropriate break in the show. Some shows have a 
complete lock-out – if you arrive late, you won’t be let in at all!  

 
Do eat before you enter the theatre  The rustling of wrappers and munching of crisps is not what the 

sound designer had in mind, nor do you want to be hungry during 
the show – it will ruin your ability to concentrate.  

 
Do turn off your mobile phone  Nobody wants to be distracted by the hum of a mobile phone on 

silent in an intensely quiet part of the performance, let alone hear a 
ringtone. 

 
Do save your comments until the end  The dimming of the house lights is the international symbol for 

silence. Allow everyone − performers and the audience − to focus on 
the performance by not talking. 

 
Do stay in your seat during the show  If you leave your seat during the performance, you may not be 

allowed back in. Utilise the time before the show and during the 
interval to refresh yourself. 

 
Do watch the performance  Stay focused on the stage. You don’t want to miss the good stuff 

because of distraction or because you were taking notes. Let the 
show sink in and write your notes later. 

 
Do respect the presenting company  The set and costumes are amazing, the performances are 

extraordinary, but taking photos, videos or audio recordings is 
strictly forbidden. Grab a program from the foyer instead. 

 
That pretty much covers it. Enjoy the show and thanks for being part of the Festival! 

 


