
 

CONTEXTUAL KNOWLEDGE – DANCE 
 
Contextual knowledge helps you to understand the performance. It is important to research the historical and social 
context of the choreography and the performance. 
 
Research 
Use the ‘Resources’ on the ‘Event’ page (http://www.perthfestival.com.au), e.g. The Company, Choreographic 
Intent, Style and Photo Gallery, to get an understanding of the performance before you see it. Use the questions 
below to organise your notes. 
 
Choreography       

 Who is the choreographer? Include where the piece fits in his/her career.   

 What is the dance about? Include themes and choreographic intent.   

 Why did he/she create the dance? Include influences and intended audience impact. 

 When was it choreographed? What was happening in the era to influence the style? 

 Where was the dance choreographed? Does this influence the dance? 

 How does the dance communicate its themes? Include examples of specific choreographic devices.  

 
Performance 

 Who is the company performing the piece? What are its origins? 

 What performance style is used? Include techniques specific to the genre. 

 Why has the company chosen to perform this dance? What is the relevance to a contemporary audience? 

 When is the dance being performed? What relationship does this have to when it was choreographed? 

 Where is the performance space? Include the stage type. 

 How does the dance fit into the historical overview of its genre? 

  
Check 
Have you covered style, cultural and social context in your responses? Look back over your preparation notes – if 
you can still ask, ‘Why was that decision made?’ or ‘What is that?’ you may need to do further investigating. Utilise 
the resources at your school or local library.  
 
Also use recent reviews of the show. Good sources are online publications, such as The Guardian, Time Out, The 
Telegraph and The New York Times, as well as theatres where the work has been performed previously. 
 
Enjoy the Show! 
Make sure you grab a program for further information on the show. Be in the moment and enjoy the performance as 
an attentive audience member.  You can reflect and discuss the show with your classmates at school. Allow the 
performance to sink in.  

 

http://www.perthfestival.com.au/

