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MEOW MEOW’S LITTLE MERMAID 
 

Australia’s genre-bending ‘kamikaze cabaret’ diva Meow Meow brings her wildly acclaimed 
mix of drag, chanson and performance art to the 2016 Perth International Arts Festival with 
Meow Meow’s Little Mermaid.  

Hans Christian Andersen’s underwater fable of teen self-sacrifice, salvation and seduction is 
subversively reimagined into a raucous, one-woman spectacle of modern cabaret, unlike any 
fairy tale you’ve seen before. In this glittering, post-postmodern production, a world of sea 
shanties gives way to a spirited array of contemporary music by the likes of Sirens Amanda 
Palmer, Kate Miller Heidke and Megan Washington, as a young mermaid longs to gain a 
human soul, body, and the love of a young prince.  

Meow Meow’s beguiling, bold performance effortlessly slides between the comic and the 
melancholic, the operatic and the outrageous, demonstrating why her award-winning 
performances have enraptured audiences worldwide. 

Perth International Arts Festival 
Artistic Director Wendy Martin said: 
“Meow Meow is a unique artist who 
continues to push the boundaries 
with her work and seduce her 
audiences. This show is an operatic 
and outrageous sea ride and we are 
delighted to be bringing it to Perth 
audiences.”  

 
Meow Meow is an award-winning Australian-born actress, dancer and cabaret performer. 
Her unique brand of performance art exotica has hypnotised, inspired and terrified 
audiences globally with trail-blazing sell-out seasons in New York’s Lincoln Center, Berlin’s 
Bar Jeder Vernunft, London’s Apollo Theatre and the Sydney Opera House.  

A regular guest in the Olivier Award-winning La Clique and La Soirée on the West End and 
off-Broadway, she has also performed with the L.A. and London Philharmonics, and 
continues to collaborate with Barry Humphries.  

Her accolades include numerous Green Room Awards, Helpmann Theatre Awards, the 
Edinburgh International Festival Fringe Prize, and the New York Franklin Furnace 
Performance Art Award, and her solo works have been curated by David Bowie, Pina Bausch 
and Mikhail Baryshnikov amongst others.  

A Malthouse Theatre production, Meow Meow’s Little Mermaid is the second part of the 
Little trilogy of fairy tales gone rogue, following the sensational success of Meow Meow’s 
Little Match Girl with Australian and London audiences. 

 



 
Fierce intelligence, genuine heart, and a heady recklessness. THE GUARDIAN (UK) 

 

 

WHERE: Octagon Theatre, UWA 
WHEN: 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 February. Various times. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 – perthfestival.com.au – Ticketek outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour   NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival 
is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier 
cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its 
international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 
experiences for its audience.  For 63 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 
world’s greatest living artists and now connects with an audience of over 1 million. 

Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 - 2019 
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